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2011-2012 Budget
As detailed in the March issue, the Council set its budget for this financial year £5 million less than the comparative value of the 2010 budget. It remains to be seen how this will work out as we did have to reduce some services in the process, and it is only when these take effect that we will be able to judge the level of inconvenience to the public.

The over riding principle during the whole process however, was the desire to keep the pain to the very minimum.
As reported previously a significant part of the cost cutting was within the Council’s organisation. Despite these savings, which are real year on year reductions and will contribute to next years cost cutting exercise, we will still have to find at least £2 million again for next years reduction in budget. The council is meeting shortly to start the process again, and until the Westminster Government takes the brakes of the money wagon this is due to be an annual event.

The only consolation is that every Council in the country is in the same position.
Melbost Farm Housing Development

Most readers will be aware that the first planning application for houses on the Melbost Farm opposite Parkend was approved recently. While the development is well into the site, on the higher ground, there is no doubt that the location is very good with views to the north, south and of course east to Point. The application was for 25 semi-detached houses and we understand that there is funding available from the Hebridean Housing Partnership for 15 of these.
These are much needed by those on the housing waiting list and they will also prove a valuable source of employment for our construction workers.

Meetings in the Community

February was quite a busy month for meetings, with the Community Council, the Joint Parent Council, Cnoc Dubh Residents Association and two meetings with community interests on the future use of the Aird and Knock School buildings among those attended by your councillors. The Joint Parent Council held a very well attended meeting for parents at Bayble School on the 1st of March at which the winners of the competition for the logo for the new school were announced. The competition for the logo design brought in some really good work, and it was apparent that even the youngest pupils had put their best efforts into it. In the end two logos were chosen and they will be combined to produce the final version.
The meeting also gave an opportunity for parents to ask questions about class sizes, after school provision and transport etc, which were answered by Ms Joan Mackinnon, Director of Education.

A steering group has now been formed with members from across Point to look at the future of the two redundant schools. While Aird will be given to the community by way of a council decision some years ago that is not the case with Knock which will have to go through a process of acquisition on behalf of the community. It is expected that some progress will have been made on this at the March council meetings. 

Aird/Sandwickhill Connection

Following on from my observations on the above in the last issue, Christine Macmillan has reminded me that she wrote an article on the same subject some years ago. Apparently there was only one year that Sandwickhill pupils did go to Aird, (she was one of them) and she also volunteered the information that pupils leaving the primary but having failed the ‘qualifying’ could actually stay on in Sandwickhill and leave at fourteen. It would be interesting to find out what they learned in those two years!







