Price £2.00)

THE clay dug from Clay-
park, Garrabost in May
2006 was packed into
moulds - in the same way
as the Lews Bricks would
have been made over one
hundred years ago.

In those days whole
families went to wherever
there was work to be had
- even the children
helped.

In Claypark in May
and June the children
would have been helping
to cut the peats, laying
them out in the sun and
then turning them a week
or two later.

A lot of peat would be
needed at the brickworks
to keep the brick kilns
going.

The picture above
shows, left to right:
Jamie Leslie, Tara Sil-
gram, Shona Marie Mac-
kinnon, Euan Morrison,
Jenny MacTaggart and
Julie Leslie.
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TIMELINE

Sir James Matheson bought the Lews Estate from the Mackenzies.
The Garrabost Brickworks commenced on the 1st of March 1847.
The Lewis Chemical Works extracting oil from peat was set up.
The Education Act which recommended the building of schools.

The Lewis Chemical Works continued to operate until 1874 when
Sir James Matheson decided to cut his losses and close the place
down. (DONALD MORRISON MANUSCRIPT)

Did the Brickworks close at the same time?

The Garrabost Mill was built.

The First World War.

The lolaire Disaster 1st January.

New houses were built in the wider area known as Claypark.
The Second World War.

Bricks were made with clay from Claypark. The first time for 100 years
at least.
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THIS publication contains
information gathered about
the Lews Brick Works in
Claypark in Garrabost, Isle
of Lewis which began in
1847.

The research was part of
a Cnoc Dubh Residents
Association's Make a Brick
Project in 2006.

% The Brick works com-
menced on the March 1,
1847 and was carried on
by Sir James Matheson,
the proprietor of the
Lews Estate. There were
two workmen employed
on the Establishment who
made bricks at the rate of
3,000 per day each - or
26,000 weekly.

Garrabost
Village

A DOUBLE row of de-
tached cottages — thatched
with straw —the walls are
composed of peat sods.

These huts are very
badly constructed — very
dirty, very frail and very
uncomfortable (description
in 1848).

% The 2006 Brick mak-
ers were: Lee Dearness,
Eva Edgar, Kara Ed-
gar, Amelia Leslie,
Jamie Leslie, Euan Mor-
rison, Lyndsay Mor-
rison, Aidan Macdon-
ald, Aileen Macdonald,
Sean Macmillan, Jenny
MacTaggart, Rebeccah
Meah, Shona Mairi
Mackinnon, Tara Sil-
gram and Heather Tier-
nan.







