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THE clay dug from Clay-
park, Garrabost in May
2006 was packed into
moulds - in the same way
as the Lews Bricks would
have been made over one
hundred years ago.

In those days whole
families went to wherever
there was work to be had
- even the children
helped.

In Claypark in May
and June the children
would have been helping
to cut the peats, laying
them out in the sun and
then turning them a week
or two later.

A lot of peat would be
needed at the brickworks
to keep the brick kilns
going.

The picture above
shows, left to right:
Jamie Leslie, Tara Sil-
gram, Shona Marie Mac-
kinnon, Euan Morrison,
Jenny MacTaggart and
Julie Leslie.
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TIMELINE

Sir James Matheson bought the Lews Estate from the Mackenzies.
The Garrabost Brickworks commenced on the 1st of March 1847.
The Lewis Chemical Works extracting oil from peat was set up.
The Education Act which recommended the building of schools.

The Lewis Chemical Works continued to operate until 1874 when
Sir James Matheson decided to cut his losses and close the place
down. (DONALD MORRISON MANUSCRIPT)

Did the Brickworks close at the same time?

The Garrabost Mill was built.

The First World War.

The lolaire Disaster 1st January.

New houses were built in the wider area known as Claypark.
The Second World War.

Bricks were made with clay from Claypark. The first time for 100 years
at least.

MAk< 4
BRICK
PROJ(T
2006

THIS publication contains
information gathered about
the Lews Brick Works in
Claypark in Garrabost, Isle
of Lewis which began in
1847.

The research was part of
a Cnoc Dubh Residents
Association's Make a Brick
Project in 2006.

% The Brick works com-
menced on the March 1,
1847 and was carried on
by Sir James Matheson,
the proprietor of the
Lews Estate. There were
two workmen employed
on the Establishment who
made bricks at the rate of
3,000 per day each - or
26,000 weekly.

Garrabost
Village

A DOUBLE row of de-
tached cottages — thatched
with straw —the walls are
composed of peat sods.

These huts are very
badly constructed — very
dirty, very frail and very
uncomfortable (description
in 1848).

% The 2006 Brick mak-
ers were: Lee Dearness,
Eva Edgar, Kara Ed-
gar, Amelia Leslie,
Jamie Leslie, Euan Mor-
rison, Lyndsay Mor-
rison, Aidan Macdon-
ald, Aileen Macdonald,
Sean Macmillan, Jenny
MacTaggart, Rebeccah
Meah, Shona Mairi
Mackinnon, Tara Sil-
gram and Heather Tier-
nan.
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AN INTERVIEW WITh

DUNCAN MACLEOD

IREMEMBER my

mother talking

about the brick-
works and mentioning
a place called Garadh
Pol (could this be
Paul’s Enclosure?) in
the area where they
were cutting peat, near
A’ Chladach Mhor (The
Shore).

[ believe they made
tiles at the Brick works.
The tiles were used for
filling the drains in the
crofts here, same as the
rubber pipes they use
today. They made good
drains but now all the
tiles are broken and the
water is lying there.

There were iron railings
used at the works which
were later used as metal
stobs. I am sure if you went
around A’ Bhuaile
Chreadha you would still
find them here and there.

I believe some of the
workers were Irish and
Garrabost people got that
label, remember:

% Coin Bhreac na h-Airde

% Ladies Bheag Shiadair

& Merlich Phabail

%S Eireannaich
Gharraboist

The village of Garrabost
had shielings for summer
grazings at Beinn a’ Bhuna
near Achmore. I remember
when we used to go out to
the shieling, I met Neil
Mackay, of 17 Achmore, he
was nicknamed the King.
He told me that his mother
Peggy Macmillan had as a
child worked on the peats
on the Cladach Mhor in
Garrabost. The peats she
was working on were for
the paraffin works.

I live just up the road
from A’ Bhuaile Chreadha
and this house was built in
1920 and there was no

THERE is a red brick
building in Claypark
which is referred to as
An Sabhal ann am
Buaile Choinnich Uil-
leam.

In oral tradition
mention is made of a
house in the Glen (Taigh
Uilleam) - William Mac-
leod who had come from
Back. William is said to
have had two sons,
Coinneach Uilleam and
Aonghas Uilleam (Ken-
neth and Angus).

One source mentions
that a doctor lived in
this house before Coin-
neach Uilleam.

After Coinneach Uil-
leam, the house was
occupied by Donald
Maciver, a headmaster
at the local school, origi-

Buaile

nally from Uig, Isle of
Lewis.

Donald Maciver wrote
the emigrants song An
Ataireachd Ard and was
a scholar interested in
the derivation of local
place names. His book
Place Names of Lewis
and Harris is one of the
best local sources avail-
able.

Ten children
die due to
infectious

diseases

Angus Macleod (don-

ghas Uilleam) lived in

the Glen down from the
mill at Bun a Réile

Cheinnich
Villeam

Dhomhainn. Angus was
said to have been mar-
ried with ten children
and his family all died
due to the infectious dis-
eases which were com-
mon place at this time.

Angus then went to
live in Aird or Portvoller
and married a Tolsta
woman and had another
ten children.

Read more about
Aonghas or Innis Uil-
leam in Children of The
Blackhouse.

< This detailed book by
Calum Ferguson, of
Portvoller is available
locally or from Birlinn
Ltd.,, West Newington
House, 10 Newington
Road, Edinburgh EH9

1QS.

dug outside the house he
went down about six feet.
Then he said there will
never be a problem with
dampness in this house it is
built on sand. This whole
hillside is sand. The houses
built in the area where
there is clay have problems
as the water does not soak
through the clay. The seam
of clay begins at Taigh
Dollan Phadraig.

‘Deoch bhan’
on offer . . .

no money to
buy tea or

coffee!

The villagers here in
Garrabost had shares in
two boats which landed
fish down at Bun an Uillt
on the Aignish side of the
Glen. I remember my
mother saying that she
would be with the other
women carrying creels of
fish up from the shore.
Also in March after the
high tide they carried creels
of seaweed up from the
shore.

This was used for fertil-
ising the ground. One old
man used to offer them a

Duncan Macleod, of 9 Garrabost . . . people complained the new road fto the shore
spoiled the pasture!

damp course left in | builder went ahead and | drink of deoch bhan
Stornoway at the time it | when the Clerk of Works | (Oatmeal in water) as they
was being built. The | came he took a spade and | passed his house. There

was no money then to buy
tea or coffee.

When the men were
fishing for lobsters at cer-
tain times of the year they
had a wooden keep box in
the water near the mouth of
the river in the Glen. Here
they stored the lobsters
until they had enough lob-
sters to sell. When there
was a high tide and they
couldn’t get to the keep
box, they had to wrap the
lobsters in their own oil-
skins and take them home
until the tide had turned.
They would then return to
the box and place the
newly caught lobsters with
the rest.

There was a new road
built to the shore, and some
people complained it
spoiled the pasture!

Down in the glen there
is Gluma Dossag where
Dossag (a woman) was
always doing her washing.
The village women used to
go to the Glen every sum-
mer, taking creels of peats
and the blankets from the
beds. They would light a
fire to heat water to wash
the blankets, rinse them out
in the flowing water in the
river, then spread them on
the grass to dry in the
sun.
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Ninety year old John Morrison . . . pictured at the Miller’s House in Garrabost.

AN INTERVIEV WITH
SANDY MACLEOD

ing a story about

the maor — the rent
collector — who arrived
in a horse drawn gig to
gather the croft dues
from the villagers.
They had to meet him
at the brickworks
building.

One time he had put all
the money inside the
attaché case and locked it,
when an elderly man
arrived to pay his rent.
The rent collector asked
him why he was late and
the man explained the
reason for his delay.

Brushing the crofter’s
explanation aside he said:
“I am leaving here now
and heading for Tong
School and if you are not
there before me, I will take
the croft from you ”.

That poor man headed
for the shore and followed
the coastline, by the back
of the graveyard at the Eye
Church, across the ford to
Tong and he was at the
school before the rent col-
lector.

I can’t remember hear-
ing anything about the
brickworks except that
there were Irish people
employed there. When I
went to school and fought
with the boys from Lower
Bayble they used to taunt
us with Eireannaich Ghar-
raboist.

At this end of the vil-
lage there was only one red
brick house. It also had red

IREMEMBER hear-

tiles on the roof and it was
opposite the church. It was
knocked down and there is
a bungalow there now.

I was born in 1915 and
when [ was four my father
drowned on the lolaire,

only six white houses in the
whole village at that time.

All the houses were
built of stone from the
Garrabost quarry or the one
at the Shader village
boundary. The house next

An Interview with
John Morrison, Mill
House, Garrabost

I WAS 90 years of age in July this year and I don’t
remember ever hearing very much about the brick-
works. I do know that Lady Matheson granted a
charter for the mill here in Garrabost in 1893 after
the mill in Stornoway burnt down. The mill here
opened in 1895.

My father was from Habost, Ness and my moth-
er was from Kirriemuir in Perthshire and they had
emigrated to Vancouver. A friend of my father’s-a
John Nicolson (An Fiosach) from Ness —sent him
word to say that there was a job going as a miller in
Garrabost.

My parents returned to Lewis and my father got
the job. He took the first religious service in the
County Hospital when it opened in 1919.

I was born in Taigh a Mhuillear (The Miller’s
House) and the inside wall is built of red brick. The
kiln and the stables buildings here are red brick
and both buildings had red tiles, you can still see
them lying around here.

A lime mortar on the bricks was easy to remove
and the bricks may have been reused. My son has
taken some of the bricks in the old mill house and
built a fine new wall around his house at the road-
side.

Sandy Macleod, of 30 Garrabost . . . Lower Bayble boys
taunted us with Eireannaich Gharraboist.

and took them back here
with a horse and cart, died
before he was able to build
the house.

I remember playing in
the pile of stones before I
went to school. Some time

room. This clay plinth was
about two and a half inches
in depth and was called a’
chagailt chreadha.

This clay was found on
the crofts here and was not
the same clay as the brick

later the Board of Agricul-
ture Grant Scheme assisted
his nephew to build the
house with the stones
which had been quarried
from Bayble.

In the older black hous-
es the fire burned on a two-
foot in diameter circle of
clay inside a circular iron
frame, in the centre of the

clay. Clay was also used
for the infill in the walls of
the white houses and was
called glutadh in Gaelic.
The infill in the black hous-
es walls was always earth.

All we heard about in
school was the Battle of
Waterloo we didn't learn
anything about the brick-
works, I'm afraid.

after returning from the
war. When I went to school
most of the people lived in
black houses, there were

door to me here was built
with stone earned from the
Bayble quarry. The man
who quarried the stones

WAGONS WITH
SAILS ON THEM

SHONA MAIRI, EVA and I went to see Donnachan
who lives at number 9 Upper Garrabost. We asked him
what he remembered hearing about the brick works.
While we were talking I took some notes.

“I don’t remember much about the brickworks, it
was long before my time.

“I do remember when I was young in the 1920s that
the blackhouses around here all had the bricks in the
floor, that’s what the floor was made off.

“There are plenty red bricks in the ground here in
Upper Garrabost. There was a digger working here
last week and the red bricks were coming up all over
the place. None of my relatives worked there, not many
locals worked there anyway, they were mostly Irish
people who worked there. I'm not sure why they
stopped making the bricks there - probably there was
not a lot of profit in it.

“I remember hearing that they had wagons on rails
and that they were wind powered. The wagons had
sails on them, the sails were probably made of canvas”,
Donnachan concluded.

Kara Edgar (age 12)
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BRIEKWORHKS ESTABLISHED

AT GARRABUST BY

3R JAMES MATHESON

Sir James Matheson who owned the Island of Lewis from 1844. One

THE Claypark Brick Works was one of a series of projects set up by

of Sir James Matheson's workers Donald Morrison, was the author
of a very informative document on another project, the Lews Chemical

Works.

Works continued to operate
until 1874 when Sir James
Matheson decided to cut
his losses and close the
place down. The iron rails
at the refinery however

were not sold and at the
date when Morrison com-
piled his record could still
be seen along the main
Point road, used by crofters
as fencing posts.

ed the stills. Carts dis-
charged the tar from the
Creed chemical works, at
the refinary situated at the

This document is one of the few accounts of Lewis life
in this era, as the Town Hall fire of March 1918 destroyed
a large volume of archives relating to Matheson’s owner-
ship of the Lews Estate.

Pharmaceatical

From Donald Morri-
son’s account we learn that
the first Lews Chemical
Works site was close to the
Creed river on the outskirts
of Stornoway. The Chemi-
cal Works was with vary-
ing degrees of success
extracting oil from peat. It
appears that another site for
a refinery was needed and
it was set up at the
Garrabost Brick Works.

Today there are still
traces of buildings, tracks,
areas which indicate indus-
trial activity, spoil heaps
and drains around Clay-
park which relate to either
one of both of the
Matheson industries.

away from the Creed distil-
lation plan, thereby adding
greatly to the cost of the
chemical work operations.

In a large shed at the
Brick Works he set up his
refining apparatus. He had
a cottage built nearby for
him self and houses for his
tradesmen employed at the
works. In addition there
was a smithy, cooperage,
joinery shop, and stables
all well fitted.

In addition to the local
tradesmen at the refinery
there were an English
Chemist, (an assistant to
Dr. Paul) a clerk, a riveter
and engine fitter, and a
brick maker from Ireland.

One of fhe products
of the chemical works
was lamp oil which
was sold fo the
pillagers of Back

and Boluf
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Information from the
Donald Morrison Manu-

script:

In addition to the
Chemical Works, Sir James
Matheson established a
brick works at Garrabost,
and the smithy at the Brick
Works served the Chemical
Works as well. Dr. Paul,
who also managed the
Brick Works established
his refining apparatus at
Garrabost, eight miles

With the addition of a
squad of native labourers,
they were all under Dr.
Paul’s direction.

It was discovered that
the water supply at the
Brick Works was not suit-
able for the distillation
process. This led to the
building of stills by a burn
in the Glen, 800 yards from
the refinery at the Brick
Works. A cottage was built
for the workers who attend-

Brick Works. From there
trucks on a light tramway
with a fall of 1:30 took the
tar to the stills in the Glen.

After distillation the oil
was put in casks and
brought up the incline all
by manual labour. The dif-
ficulty and expense of get-
ting the Tar down and the
oil up the incline, by manu-
al labour was found to be
about equal to the carting
from the eight miles from
the Creed.

When Dr. Paul later left
the island of Lewis there
was a large quantity of oils
and paraffin wax in differ-
ent stages of purification:
there was a store of chemi-
cals and equipment: oil
tanks were in course of
erection: the cooperage
was stacked with staves
and barrels: tradesmen
were employed in all the
different sections, and
there was a large quantity
of peat ready for treat-
ment.

In May 1866 Sir James
Matheson began to build a
complete new works for
the distillation of peat this
time within a mile of the
refinery. But the plant was
never completed.

One of the products of
the Chemical Works was
lignolene or lamp oil which
was sold to the villagers of
Back and Point. They came
for it in bottles, gallon
measures and even casks. It
was a cash trade and it was
later discovered that only a
small percentage of the
total produced could be
accounted for, when
Matheson’s retainer Mr
Caunter came to balance
the Chemical Works finan-
cial records.

The Lewis Chemical

Veterans

Benjamin Horatio Paul, Ph.D.

FEW men in pharmacy now living have such a
storehouse of knowledge concerning pharmacy and
pharmaceutical chemistry as he, for he has been
during sixty years as closely in touch with pharma-
ceutical practice and politics as with chemical
science and organisation.

In 1863 Dr. Paul had settled in London as a con-
sulting chemist. He was concerned with various
important industrial operations (eg. the Bessemer-
process, utilisation of peat, petroleum, and sewage,
artifical refrigeration, ice making) and patent liti-
gation cases and was gathering a good practice.

From the Chemist and Druggist: Vol 61
December 27, 1902

% The account commemorated thirty two years of
editorship of this publication and gives a detailed
account of Dr. Paul’s achievements. Mentioning a
short stay in Ireland where he made the acquain-
tance of many distinguished men of science. But
there is no mention in the article of his time in
Lewis.

In Memoriam:
Benjamin Horatio Paul

THE late Dr. Paul was born in 1827, at the age of 17
he became one of the first to take advantage of the
Pharmaceutical Society’s School in 1844-45, taking
his degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 1848.

Dr. Paul was an accomplished and versatile lin-
guist, widely travelled, with an intimate knowledge
of Continental life and thought, a brilliant conver-

sationalist, an artistic raconteur of remarkable
histrionic power.

His affinities with the modern spirit in literature
and art brought him into sympathetic contact and
close communication with Dante Gabriel Rossetti
and the protagonists of the Pre-Raphaelite brother-
hood and Freemasonry as another aspect and man-
ifestation of fraternity and fellowship strongly
attracted him.

The Pharmaceutical Journal and Pharmacist:
Vol 98 — May 5th, 1917

< There is no mention of his time in Lewis here
either.







