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New Year – Same Weather

As I write this at the beginning of January the snow and ice have returned with a vengeance. The mild winters that we have got used to over the past decade or so now seem just a pleasant memory, and we are back to the type of winter weather that was the norm in years past, with everything that went with it. Remember the snow chains? Somebody told me recently that they had bought snow chains for their car, whether or not they used them I can’t say but if global warming has gone upside down then these could be a good line for Santa for next Christmas. 

Part of my childhood memories consist of the super-duper slide in the village which was generally safe (is that the right word?) for a couple of days if Teedy’s milk van was kind to us. But no such luck on Saturday, when the butcher, the milk van and probably the coalman came, because the only car in the village was parked beside our slide on that day and it couldn’t be avoided. Straight through it, clank, clank, clank and our beautiful piece of non friction Teflon was completely ruined by the best Sheffield steel! Just as well I suppose on reflection, because my selective memory doesn’t easily remember the knocks bumps and worse that we sustained on our homemade ice rink. At this long distance I seem to remember the king of the slide was Alexander Mackay (Alex Shonag) who, with his natural athletic skill always made it to the end in an upright position. 

Because of the bad weather and probably due to the lower than normal temperatures the damage to the roads has been pretty severe, much worse than I have seen it for many years. Anywhere the water managed to penetrate and freeze has broken into fragments leaving deep potholes which the council is trying to fill as quickly as possible before damage is caused to vehicles.

Hebrides News

During the December freeze particularly, the Hebrides News website was very useful in communicating the latest on the water situation to the community. Murdo Maclean put out the information as it came to him, and especially on the Saturday, it was good to be able to log on and get the bigger picture of the scale of the problem Scottish Water were dealing with. Thanks also to the Cal Max boys who played a major part in keeping water supplies going.

Knock School HMIE Report

At the December meeting of the Education Committee the report of the latest HMIE Inspection of Knock School was presented. It is an excellent report and comments in pretty well glowing terms on every aspect of the school, complimenting pupils, staff, parents, pupils and head teacher in the narrative. The report is well worth reading and is available on the HMIE website at: http://www.hmie.gov.uk/documents/inspection/Knock%20PS%20CNES%206231322.pdf.

Point Media TV

We are pleased to see that the Point area has a new media company, Point Media TV, operated by Dr Roddy Maclean of Knock with assistance from his son Alasdair.  Their production ‘Saoghal Plastaig Ghordain’ on the innovative creel modifications of Gordon ‘Diesel’ Maclennan has just been short listed in the Best Factual Short category in this years FilmG competition. The video can be viewed online at http://www.filmg.co.uk/en/adult-shortlists.html.

Point New School name

December saw the results of the local consultation on the new name for the Point Primary School which –wait for it- was Point Primary School in gaelic. (The Council’s policy is to name schools in gaelic). The name was simplified at the Council meeting to Sgoil an Rubha, Point School. At the time of writing the work is back underway with the deadline for opening still August 2011.

What’s new at the Council?

January 31st sees the Council move to a new telephone system, which will be advertised in the local papers. The main number will change from 703773 to 0845 600 70 90. A list of all the ‘customer facing’ service numbers is available and will be well distributed. It is apparently going to save us a lot of money so I suppose we’ll get used to it! 
