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Jane Mackintosh
Many of those involved in the local community groups will be aware that the Community Co-ordinator for our area has moved on to pastures new. We are all sorry to see her go but wish her well in her new post with the local enterprise network. We also look forward to welcoming her replacement in due course. Jane proved what some of us were aware of for years – that Point needs someone who can work full time to develop all the projects that we want to happen here.
Point Weather Station
Through the winter months I have found the Point Weather Station – hebrides-weather.co.uk– invaluable in informing me what the weather is either doing or is expected to do. The site is based at Flesherin and is run by Martin Collins who is doing a very professional job. It is also featured on the Point website, Pointonline. At the time of writing the Stornoway area has been gripped in ice for over two weeks, with snow forecast.
SSE Signs on the Braighe

In late November quite a number of  signs warning anglers of the dangers of casting under overhead power lines were erected on the Braighe. These are necessary to ensure that fishing line does not contact the high voltage lines and cause electrocution. I must say that until now I was unaware that rod fishing did take place in the Branahuie loch and indeed did not know there were any fish in it, and cannot remember seeing anybody attempt to fish it. We have often seen anglers casting on the pebble beach where there are no overhead lines, and until now the only risk I was aware of was the possibility of colliding with an unwary angler crossing the road!

What’s new at the council?
Scottish Government Funding for Daliburgh School Renovation

During November the Council received news that it had been awarded up to 50% funding for the renovation of Daliburgh Primary School in South Uist. This unexpected grant has caused some administrative problems, not least as the Council had not budgeted for the renovation, in fact we would be looking at Daliburgh with the other Primary Schools in a logical and structured manner in 2010 to ensure that our education service matched the future profile of school population.

Getting tough on Dog Fouling 
Apparently the present system of dealing with dog owners who permit fouling has not worked, with fixed penalty notices being ignored by some offenders. Such cases will now be reported to the procurator fiscal under the provisions of the 2003 legislation. It is a great pity that a some irresponsible dog owners are continuing to make the environment unpleasant for the rest of us.
New improvement and repair grant scheme
The Scottish Governments replacement for the Councils housing grant scheme will be implemented in April 2010. It will be called the ‘Scheme of Assistance’ and unfortunately bears little resemblance to the excellent scheme it replaces.

The main features are essentially - where the house needs repair it will qualify; the first £3500 of any work will be met by the owner; owners will be expected to use their savings or obtain a loan before a grant is given.
People over 60 may obtain grants through the small repairs scheme and this is being reviewed. This scheme is going to prove a real headache for us all and we wait to see how it will work in practice.
Western Isles Schools Project

The project was tendered on the 20th of November 2009. The short listed Construction contractors were FMP, Graham Construction, Miller Construction (UK) Ltd, Morrison Construction Scotland, Pihl UK Ltd. The Facilities Management contract was also tendered on the same date to a select list of contractors. The Board of Sgoiltean Ura now await the return of the documents and will report to the Council in due course.
As mentioned above, the Council now has 50% of the money from the Scottish Government to renovate Daliburgh School. It is feasible that the community may decide that there is an option to build a new school there instead. If that became a reality we may see that building become part of this project.




I have been asked recently about the proposed Point district entrance feature which was proposed some years back, but which has not really seen the light of day since. Well, here it is – a very attractive combination of stone walling, planting and signage.


For some reason or other it was not included in the list of projects put forward for funding at the Point Power community meetings, but it is anticipated that it will see some progress in the coming year. 


Apologies for the quality of the scanned in image; if any body wishes to see the full version please contact me.








