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Weddings, Lambing and Peats
April was a busy month this year, what with the wedding and the lambing etc. Fortunately the lambing went well with no complications, mainly due to my mentor who is patiently teaching me how to look after sheep. I have heard him say ‘you’ll be able to do it yourself next year’ but somehow I think not.
The wedding went well, we now have Ruth married to a very nice Glaswegian, unfortunately with no Island connections. One down, two to go!

For those who have peats it has turned out a dream start to the season with the hot weather quickly drying them beyond the effects of a shower of rain. My father, who was from Ness, never cut peats before May holiday, despite some neighbours heading for the banks at the first good day in April. They were always the first to take them home, usually to the accompaniment of my father’s wit ‘I’d rather dry them on the bank than in the fire’. Even though it is many years since we cut peats I still get sentimental about them when I remember beautiful days spent on the moor with the family, the birds and the daddy longlegs for company. And then I remember the snow (yes, it has been known to snow on May holiday) the rain, the wind and to top it all the midges, and I don’t feel so sentimental after all. 
Sgoil an Rubha
The main contractor has been arranging tours for interested parties during the past month. While there is still a lot to be done, it is amazing how much has been completed. At the time of writing the windows are being installed, painting is underway to the internal walls and the suspended ceilings are being installed. Most if not all of the mechanical services, (pipes, cables, ventilation, fire sprinkler system etc) have been installed and are in the process of final connection and testing. Despite being involved in the project from the beginning, and particularly visiting the site with colleagues for the ground breaking ceremony when we were able to view the huge foundation space, I was surprised at the sheer internal size of the school. It is truly a huge and spacious building with large rooms and recreation spaces. The unavoidable delay in the supply of the windows has caused a bit of finger biting on site but John Marr and his team is still holding to the handover deadline of 10th August. The foundation works for the all weather surface are now in place and awaiting the surface contractor. There are over 40 photos of the school on FMP’s Facebook site, along with details of the other schools. Just type in FMP on Facebook in your browser or go through the Council site.
Great War Memorial

Following on from my recent article about the Great War Memorial in Aignish Cemetery, Malcolm Macdonald from the Stornoway Historical Society contacted me with the following information for which I am grateful:
“Aignish Cemetery is the only one in the Outer Hebrides recognised in this way. Please see the criteria below:

 Aignish Cemetery War Memorial 
 In any cemetery with over 40 War Graves, you can find a CWGC, (Commonwealth War Graves Commission), Cross of Sacrifice, designed by the architect Reginald Blomfield. 
It is a simple limestone cross embedded with a bronze sword and mounted on an octagonal base. The cross represents the faith of the majority of the dead, and the sword represents the military character.

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission website is the best source of information as you can search cemeteries for collective losses as well as interrogate the system for individuals who lost their lives. They also list memorials for those service personnel who were not recovered for interment. Naval memorials and the First World War Memorials in France and Flanders have thousands of names on their faces and walls.

 

Swathes of young men from our island communities were lost in both wars that we cannot bring ourselves to think about nowadays apart from Remembrance Day. That is why such a day is important as nearly every family lost a relative or more in the wars.” 
By coincidence, as I was preparing this article I heard on the news of the death of Claude Choules. At 110 years old he was the last living World War I combat veteran in the world, and was the last living military witness to the scuttling of the German fleet in Scapa Flow. He was also the last living veteran to have served in both world wars, and the last seaman from the First World War. The reporter was broadcasting from a cemetery in Ypres, Belgium, and behind him was an identical monument to the one in Aignish. I checked the site and it was the Tyne Cot cemetery  
Tyne Cot Cemetery is the resting place of 11,954 soldiers of the Commonwealth Forces. This is the largest number of burials contained in any Commonwealth cemetery of either the First or Second World War. It is the largest Commonwealth military cemetery in the world. Most of those in this cemetery died in the Battle of Passchendaele.
Further information can be found at http://www.greatwar.co.uk/ypres-salient/cemetery-tyne-cot.htm.
As the war graves are the reason the Memorial is in Aignish cemetery it is unlikely that it can be shifted away from them.
What’s new at the Council
Pay Rise for Councillors?

<The Scottish Local Authorities Remuneration Committee announced in March that they were recommending a 16.5% increase in the councillor’s annual allowance. It is estimated that this would cost the Scottish Government £5.5million extra. This not the time to even contemplate this while the whole country is tightening its belt and I doubt that our Council would support this in any case. The proposal has been sent to the Government for consideration meantime.
Equalities Act 2010
The Equalities Act 2010 has now passed in to law in April of this year. There will mostly likely be be implications for the way we deliver some services from this and we are currently reviewing our policies in the light of this.

Parking Charges
The Pay and Display parking charges for Stornoway are to be increased to 50p for up to one hour, £1.00 for up to two hours and £1.50 for the three hours maximum stay.






