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Councillor Donald Nicholson
Memorial of the Great War 

At the recent AGM of the Aignish Cemetery Committee, a request was made by Francis Jefferson that permission be given to investigate the possibility of moving the War Memorial from its present site in the cemetery to the War Memorial and Garden site at Garrabost. The actual decision whether or not to move it is out with the power of the committee as it is the property of and maintained by the War Graves Commission but as far as the committees interests were concerned, permission was given. It is expected that the Point War Memorial Committee will now consult both with the Commission and the wider public in the area. 
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The monument commemorates the dead of the Great War 1914 – 1918 and is in the north eastern corner of the cemetery, most likely at the original boundary. Due to the location it is not prominent in the cemetery and is easily missed, but its position was obviously chosen to relate to the ancient church site nearby. One is also conscious of the relationship with the sea, where many of our people perished in that war.
There are no names on the memorial, only an inscription.

The monument is generally of marble forming three octagonal plinths supporting a chamfered cross. On the cross is a large bronze sword. The monument is in remarkably good condition due to its continued maintenance over the years. The inscription reads:

 “This cross and sacrifice is one in design and intention with those which have been set up in France, Belgium and other places throughout the world where our dead of the great war are laid to rest. Their name liveth for ever”  

There are questions which immediately arise from this memorial such as is there one of these in the other Island cemeteries, and if not why is there one in Point etc., and most likely the War Memorial Committee will provide an article on this in a future ‘Rudhach’. In the meantime it is probably, on balance, the right thing to move this fine monument to a place where it can be seen by many people on a daily basis.
The celtic cross monument adjacent is that of Dr David Tolmie, Chemist, Stornoway.
Aird-Bayble-Sandwickhill

The present activities to commemorate the memory of Aird School are well underway with the launching of the new website to gather information from as many places as possible. Recently I was amazed to hear that Sandwickhill School made its own contribution to the Aird pupil numbers in a past generation. I already knew that Sandwickhill had provided a steady stream of highly educated (but not highly educated enough unfortunately) 12 year olds for Bayble in that time, but the Aird connection had escaped me.
The way it worked was that every pupil on class seven sat ‘the qualifying exam’. If you passed the exam you were allowed to go on to the Nicolson Institute. The high standard of this exam meant that despite the excellent education received in the school (I am told) very few actually made it to the town school. So those who failed went to Bayble normally, but occasionally Bayble was at capacity so Sandwick pupils travelled to Aird to finish their education. I expect that this lasted until the Main Building was opened in 1957, and I understand that those two years spent in the Point schools at the start of their adult life benefitted my older neighbours immensely. The qualifying exams continued nonetheless but when I and my generation sat them there was no escape option to Point!
It would be very interesting for both communities if a class photo was available from those years in Aird. I believe that there are some still in existence for Bayble.

Council Budgets and Council Tax
There has been plenty publicity one way or another about the council’s efforts to take over £5million out of the organisation costs in time for April. All public bodies are having their budgets reduced by 2.6% by the Scottish Executive, which in our case equates to £3.764m, to which we have to add £904k inflation and inescapable pressures (things which we are legally required to do) of £441k, making a grand total to find of £5.149m. The aim of the council in trying to cut these costs is to find efficiencies and savings within the council itself and to minimise the effect on the population of service cuts and reductions. There is very little doubt that some pain will be felt but we are trying to keep this to the very minimum.
At the time of writing we had identified total efficiency savings of £2.624m and £1.741m from cuts with the balance to find, although there are firm proposals on the table for the remainder which will be decided on shortly.
The good news is that for another consecutive year the Council Tax has been held at £1024.00 for Band D properties.

Of interest to our readers will be the proposal we are making to the Government, although ultimately to the Electoral Commission, that councillor numbers be reduced in the Western Isles. It is quite obvious that the structure put in place by the last government can be amended, for  instance there were previously only two councillors in Point (pre 1999) and Stornoway’s present complement of eight is not necessary. There are at least two alternative structures that could be put in place, but suffice to say that electoral restructuring and rearranging is essentially a streamlining measure and does not necessarily achieve much financial benefit because in the same way as we are only funded for our children’s education on pupil numbers and not on the amount of buildings we have, we can also only expect the government to pay for the councillors and political structure we have.
New Point School

Despite losing a bit of time at the turn of the year due to bad weather the building is back on schedule for hand over on August 10th. Work is now progressing on almost all elements of the building and it the steel frame skeleton is taking form and shape. The website is presently being updated to reflect the progress to date.







