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Election Fever

As I write this piece election fever is gripping the country with Gordon Brown, David Cameron and Nick Clegg appearing daily on our televisions and always giving the impression that they have mastered the art of being in two (or more) places at the same time. Driving down Matheson Road today I realised that the fever had spread to Stornoway as a green Nissan Micra with flags protruding skywards pulled out from the junction in front of me and led me towards town in orderly procession. Fortunately the rest of the procession was nowhere to be seen and I took a left turn at the Clock Tower leaving the Micra to continue on its mission townwards.

For the first time in my memory we have an Independent candidate joining the main parties in the contest and as usual it will be interesting to see who succeeds in the end. As far as saturation television coverage is concerned I expect that many viewers will actually be tired of the whole thing and remote controls will be overheated finding something interesting on the box.
Point of course has its own DJ Macsween in the running to carry on the grand tradition of sending a Rudhach to Westminster.

Ward Fund
My Ward Fund for 2009 was allocated as follows: (Most of these are one third contributions, matched by Cllrs Macsween and Macleod)
 







 




PAYMENT TO


PROJECT


AMOUNT



 











Point 2 Life


Annual Trip


£
300.00





Rudhach


Grant



60.00





Knock Junior Hall Youth Club

Hall Painting



327.47





Point Community Council

Grant for Sports Fund


150.00





Sheshader Amenities Association
Playpark



1,000.00





Point Recreation Association

Purchase Equipment


100.00





Lower Garrabost Grazings Committee
Purchase of Flowers


200.00





Coisir Og An Rubha

MOD 2009



500.00





Point Community Council

Grant towards Social Fund


500.00





Cairdean Og Alt na Geal

Old Folks Group Funds

 
200.00





Portnaguran Amenity Committee
Environmental Improvements


1,200.00





Lower Bayble Grazings Committee
Environmental Project


1,550.00





Technical Services (Three projects)
Sheshader Turning point


1,118.00


 


















 




  


Drainage at Claypark

 
300.00






 







Aignish / Braighe Lighting 


3000.00
 




 
 




TOTAL EXPENDITURE 2009/10



£10.505.47

 




 As usual please note that early expressions of interest in grants from this fund to your councilor are advised, as they require to be approved by the Community Council and there can be quite a demand for them. (As the fund was overspent by £1000 last year the sum available this financial year reduces to £8500).
 
Tight Times Ahead

As most of our readers are aware, the Scottish Government is facing a significant reduction in its block grant, which will mean reductions in all Councils, Health Boards and Police and Fire Board funding. As we receive something like 90% of our funding this  way it is bound to cause us difficulty in balancing our budget for 2011 -12. One of the reductions will most likely be in the Ward Fund, we may lose it altogether which will be a loss to the community. At present all departments of the Council are preparing for the budget reductions by examining all services and where it is possible to deliver them in a more efficient way without cutting them, to do so. We are realistic and we know that this will not address reductions of the type that are bandied about in the media but it is prudent to prepare for hard times ahead where we can.
 
 
 
 
 















 Schools Project

At the time of writing there have been no further announcements regarding the WISP, although it is expected that the successful tenderer will be announced shortly, as will the build program. Readers will no doubt now be in possession of updated information via the local media.






 

 
 









