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Coffee Morning
The Macmillan Cancer Support coffee morning in the Sgoil an Rubha on Saturday 1st October raised a phenomenal £1500.00. Over the two hours from 10 to 12 o’ clock this works out at £12.50 per minute! A well done to organisers, school staff and everybody who attended and a welcome boost for a worthy cause. The coffee morning gave an opportunity for many to view the school for the first time and appreciate the wonderful facility we now have in Point.
The coffee morning followed the official opening event on the 27th at which our own Professor Matthew Maciver gave an inspiring and passionate address to the children and assembled audience. 

The Official Opening of the School

As it will be featured elsewhere, it is not necessary for me to comment on the official opening of the school save to say that it was an immensely proud moment for  all of us – children, parents, teachers and staff , the education department and councilors – who have been involved in this for a long time. We have all been done proud by Fred Silvers’ magnificent centre pages photograph of Mathew and the children (courtesy of Rod Huckbody) in the October edition of ‘Events’. I wonder how far that photograph will travel on its way to aunties and uncles etc in other parts of the world?
Universal Home Insulation Scheme

The Comhairle has now been successful in bidding for funding in the second round of the Universal Home Insulation Scheme. Increased grant funding of £350k has been made available to the Comhairle by the Scottish Government this year in comparison with £320k last year. This money will be used by our partners principally to reduce the heating costs of those who have high heating costs and low incomes. In the first instance we will be -
• Contacting all householders across the Outer Hebrides and preparing a marketing campaign and issuing mail shots to inform of energy saving initiatives; 

• Providing a telephone advice and information service with trained staff and arranging surveys of houses to check their suitability of receiving insulation.
For the first time money will also be available for  installing under floor insulation to houses across the Outer Hebrides with suitably accessible solums.
Other initiatives that will follow are providing vouchers of £600 for energy efficient replacement boilers and installing roof and cavity wall insulation to any house extensions in Lewis and Harris to any properties that missed out in round one of the scheme. 
Melbost Farm Housing Scheme
As reported in the press recently the reduction in Scottish Government funds to build houses is causing big problems for the Hebridean Housing Partnership.
This directly affects the project at Melbost Farm, where building has already started. (Phase 1). To ensure that the project continues the Comhairle in its strategic housing role has agreed to provide £140,000 in grant from its Additional Council Tax Income from Second Homes (ACTISH) funding and also to make available a short-term repayable grant of up to £910k to Hebridean Housing Partnership to support the Melbost Farm Phase 2.
The proposal is for a ten unit development consisting of six ‘new supply shared equity houses’ (shared ownership type for first time buyers) and four social rented houses. Our contribution will ensure that not only will homes become available for those who need them but continuity is ensured for the house building industry in the medium term.
The lack of adequate funding from the Scottish Government, albeit understandable to a degree poses a real problem for the viability of the Hebridean Housing Partnership whose concept and business plan was almost entirely based on a much higher level of grant than is foreseeable in any of the three years ahead.







