View from the Braighe     September  2011
      Councillor Donald Nicholson
Sgol a Rubha

As I write this on the 10th of August the new Sgol an Rubha has just been handed over to the Council’s maintenance contractor, FES FM. Teachers and other staff are busy organizing the classrooms in time for the pupils arriving on the 18th.
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The picture shows the handover, in the centre are the FMP and FES FM representatives with Cllrs Angus Campbell, Norman A Macdonald and Catriona Stewart on the immediate right.

Second on the left is John Marr, Site Supervisor for FMP who has had the responsibility of ensuring that the school was completed on budget and on time.

Work will now continue on the demolition of the remainder of the old school and the all weather football pitch.

More photographs will appear in due course but the building is indeed one for the whole of the Point area to be justifiably proud off.

Coastguard Success
Since the last issue of the Rudhach we have had the excellent news that the Coastguard Station at Stornoway is to remain open. This appears to be due in the most part to the work of the Coastguard Task Group set up to respond to the UK Government document ‘Consultation on Proposals for Modernising the Coastguard 2010’ . Surprisingly, this process actually seemed to turn out to be a genuine consultation inasmuch as the minister appeared to listen to what was being said, visited the areas to see and listen for himself, and in the end has adopted pretty nearly all of the well thought out and objective alternative solution put forward by the task group as a more strategic and viable alternative to the original proposal.
The response to the consultation from the Coastguard Task Group, along with those from local coastguard staff and others, can be viewed on the Parliamentary Business site,
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmtran/948/948vw93.htm. 

At the time of writing some uncertainty remains about staff matters and also the future of the Emergency Towing Vessel which is an essential part of our protection (our insurance policy) from the environmental damage which would almost certainly result should a bulk oil carrier shipwreck on our coast.
New Group
A meeting was held on the 28th June to approve a constitution for Urras Storas an Rudha, the community group which will manage the Knock and Aird Schools. It is evolving out of a steering group which was formed last year to ensure that the best interests of the community are protected in retaining and maintaining the two schools.

The Historical Society has also reformed under the chairmanship of Al Ross, Bayble and has met twice recently. Most of the artifacts are stored in the Sandwickhill Canteen (itself a bit of a relic) and it is hoped that they can be relocated to the locality soon.

I am sure that more will appear in the Rudhach on the Historical Society shortly, but in the meantime they are very interested in collecting more items from the past. Don’t throw them in the skip, donate them to the Scoiety.

Knock and Aird Schools

As mentioned above both schools are now effectively closed, but not forgotten by any means. A lot of work has gone on behind the scenes to ensure that they will both continue to play a part in Point community life for many years to come.

Although built at the same time both are different in a number of ways, and certainly Knock is in the better condition of the two. It is also much smaller and on a compact site, which should make it easier to operate.

Aird is much bigger and on a large site which gives the potential in the long run of a multi use facility, but in the short term creates the difficulty of finding a suitable use for it.

The issue is slightly complicated in that while a council decision has existed for some years to hand Aird over to the community no such arrangement was in place for Knock.

A business plan has been prepared for both facilities and has been presented to the Council and it is expected that at the August meeting they will transfer to Urras Storas an Rudha which will subsequently lease Aird to the council for storage use on a short term agreement. This has the advantage of keeping the building occupied and heated while giving the group time to develop further the proposals for the building. This will also secure the site for the annual Point Show.

Plans are more advanced for Knock as the Historical Society are likely to be the first tenant; a shop and a café also form part of the proposed use.

All this of course is dependent on the required income to operate the buildings, which as we all know is the hard part!

Leader / Blog

The leader of the Council, Angus Campbell, has started a blog (a blend of the term ‘web log’) to communicate better with the general public.

Of course this is commendable and something to encourage, and it has been generally welcomed but it will inevitably mean more work for someone with an already heavy workload.
The real advantage is the opportunity it gives to respond and have a reasoned discussion online which can be really informative and helpful to both parties, for example a recent discussion on the CHASCP (NHS/Comhairle Community Health and Social Care Partnership) was positive and constructive.
Apparently there are over 156 million public blogs in existence, and mine is not one of them!

The blog can be found at http://blogserver.cne-siar.gov.uk/wp-cnesleader/ or just type ‘Angus Campbell’s blog’ into your browser bar. 






